
ELEMENTARY GREEK 
Fall 2013 

 

This class introduces you to Ancient Greek, primarily as the language of Classical and Biblical 

texts. By the end of the semester, you will understand simple sentences in Greek and read simple 

texts from antiquity. This ability provides the springboard for you to explore one of the most 

powerful, captivating, and enduring languages in the world. It is a most excellent journey, not 

easy, but one which is often quite fun and exciting.  

 

Grading:  

• Your course grade comprises the total scores on a battery of ten exams, worth 10% each 

(see below for details about these exams).  

Grading scale:  

• A = 90%+, B = 80%+, C = 70%+, D = 60%+. I do not round up averages.  

 

 

A note on technology in the classroom: You are welcome to use computers and phones to 

participate in classroom activity. Using class time on a computer or phone to participate in 

activity not connected to this class is an act disrespectful to your classmates. Such behavior 

is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.  

 

The key to success in this class is consistent attendance, preparation, and participation. 

Attendance, Preparation and Participation means preparing for the daily material in class, being 

able to answer questions when called upon, and asking questions about what you do not 

understand. I do not, of course, expect you to respond perfectly all the time. You are here to learn 

Greek, not because you already know it. I do expect you to demonstrate that you have prepared 

for class.  

 

I reserve the right to modify, in the best interests of the class, the policies and schedule as set out 

on this syllabus. You are responsible for monitoring and keeping up with any such changes.  



Resources and Schedule 

 

LSU is pioneering an entirely digital resource for teaching ancient Greek. Consequently, there is 

no specifically printed textbook for this class.  

 

The resource that this class will be using goes under the title Ancient Greek for Everyone (AGE) 

by a group of scholars dubbed “The Hellenizers.” It consists primarily of the following:  

• Power Point slide shows .  

• Reference sheets posted as pdf’s   

You need to be able to consult and use these resources in class, as well as to use them in 

preparing for class. You are welcome to print them out, use them on your computer, tablet, 

phone, etc., however you wish.  

 

Of the twenty-four units of AGE, GREK 1001 is based on completing the first ten:  

 

Unit 1: The Alphabet and Writing 

Unit 2: Introduction to the Greek Verb  

Unit 3: Introduction to the Greek Noun 

Unit 4: Conjunctions 

Unit 5: Introduction to Greek Pronouns 

Unit 6: Prepositions 

Unit 7: Introduction to -ω Verbs 

Unit 8: Nouns concluded  

Unit 9: The Middle Voice 

Unit 10: Pronouns concluded  

 

Each unit includes:  

• one or more Power Points presenting the material  

• readings from Classical Greek and corresponding core vocabulary  

• readings in Greek from Biblical writings and corresponding core vocabulary  

 

Rough schedule of class instruction:  

• Weeks 1-2: Unit 1  

• Week 3: Unit 2  

• Weeks 4-5: Unit 3  

• Week 6: Unit 4  

• Week 7: Unit 5  

• Week 8: Unit 6  

• Weeks 9-10: Unit 7  

• Weeks 11-12: Unit 8  

• Weeks 13-14: Unit 9  

• Week 15: Unit 10  

 



The EXAMS for ELEMENTARY GREEK 1001 (Fall 2013) 

 

 

A battery of ten exams, each worth 10%, determines the final course grade.  

 

• EXAM #1: Alphabet and Sound Combinations  

o Write the complete Greek alphabet, lower and upper case, in order.  

o Accurately complete a series of “alphabet algebra” equations for consonants (e.g., 

π + σ = ψ) and vowel contractions (e.g., ε + ε = ει).  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, but you 

must score 100% before continuing to Exam #2.  

o The first time you may take this exam is Week 3.  

• EXAM #2: Diacritical marks  

o Write or type a copy of a select chunk of Greek text (approximately 100 words), 

including all diacritical marks and punctuation.  

o Correctly accent words recessively.  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, but you 

must score 100% before continuing to Exam #3.  

• EXAM #3: Units 2-3 (introductions to verbs and nouns)  

o Given readings selected from those in Units 2 and 3,  

� correctly parse nouns and verbs  

� translate the readings accurately  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, but you 

must score 80% before continuing to Exam #4.  

• EXAM #4: Units 4-6 (conjunctions, introduction to pronouns, prepositions)  

o Given readings selected from those in Units 4-6,  

� correctly parse pronouns, nouns and verbs  

� translate the readings accurately  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, but you 

must score 80% before continuing to Exam #5.  

• EXAM #5: Units 7-9 (complete primary tenses of verbs; complete noun declensions)  

o Given readings selected from those in Units 7-9,  

� correctly parse pronouns, nouns and verbs  

� translate the readings accurately  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish.  



 

• EXAM on Conjunctions and prepositions  

o This is a vocabulary test on the core conjunctions and prepositions from Units 4 

and 6.  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, and it 

can be taken at any time after the completion of Exam #3, but you must score 

100% in order to receive credit for this exam.  

• EXAM on Master List of Endings of Greek Verbs  

o In a chart, the student must complete the endings of primary tenses of indicative 

verbs, plus those for select infinitives.  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, and it 

can be taken at any time after the completion of Exam #3, but you must score 

100% in order to receive credit for this exam.  

• EXAM on Master List of Endings of Greek Nouns, Pronouns and Adjectives  

o In a chart, the student must  

� write out all the forms of the definite article 

� In a chart, complete the endings of all three declensions.  

o This exam is no-fault, in that you may take it as many times as you wish, and it 

can be taken at any time after the completion of Exam #3, but you must score 

100% in order to receive credit for this exam.  

• EXAM on verb and noun vocabulary  

o This is a vocabulary test on the core verbs and nouns for the entire semester.  

o This exam is no-fault, in you may take it as many times as you wish.  

• FINAL EXAM:  

o This exam assumes the completion of Unit 10 (conclusion of pronouns).  

o Given selections from Ps-Skylax’s Periplous,  

� correctly parse pronouns, nouns and verbs  

� translate the readings accurately  

 

GENERAL POLICIES  

• Although the number of points per exam may vary, your score is always determined as a 

percentage on a scale 0-100%.  

• Do not plan or expect to take more than one exam in a single day.  

• Do not plan or expect to retake an exam on the same day you have already taken it.  

• Do not plan or expect to take any of the first nine exams after the last regularly scheduled 

class.  

• You may always take an exam during regularly scheduled class or office hour.  

• You are welcome to schedule a time outside of class or office hour to take an exam. Be 

sure that you have confirmation before coming to such an appointment. If you ever fail to 

arrive promptly for such an appointment, do not plan or expect to be able to schedule 

such appointments subsequently.  

• The midterm grade will be the average of the first five exams for which you have earned 

credit (regardless of how many exams you have taken at that point). If you have not yet 

completed five exams, the grade will still be averaged across five exam scores.  

• You may not use any external resources for any exam. Attempting to do so automatically 

renders your grade a permanent zero for that exam.  


